
   
COURSES / AWARDS STRUCTURE 

Matches up to 
Level 2 

Matches up 
to Level 5 

Non-Society 
matches

FEDERATION  and 
GROUP SQUADS  

 
Complete the 

Development Award, be 
nominated by Society 
and accepted by the 

Federation. 
 

Be nominated by the 
Federation and accepted 

by Group

SOCIETY  
 

Undertake a trial 
period with a 

Referee/Coach 
/Assessor/TJ and 
pass the Society 

Award 

No Awards at this level 

Pathway

Level of 
Operation

How to gain this level 

Hold the Development Award, be a member of a 
Group scheme, nominated by the Group, accepted 

by the RFU Nominations Panel.

Foundation Referees

Society 
Referee/Coach 
/Assessor/TJ 

Panel of National  
Referee/Coach/Assessor/TJ

ELITE 
Referee/Coach/Assessor/TJ

RFU COMMUNITY   
REFEREE   

Group & Federation  
Development Squad 

Referee/Coach 
/Assessor/TJ

Matches at 
Level 1 and 

above

Be a member of the Panel of National Referees 
Coaches, nominated by the Panel Development 

Unit, and accepted by the Elite Referee Unit 


